
1)Contact information 
i) Art in Transit, Srishti Institute of Art, Design and Technology 

Name: Arzu Mistry  

Email address: Arzu@Srishti.ac.in 

Contact number: 99720-72417 / 9741177313 

 ii)  BIOME Environmental Trust : 

Name: Shubha Ramachandran 

Email address: shubha@biome-solutions.com 

Contact number: 98451-84281 

 
2)Title : Namma ooru , Namma  Neeru 

 
3)Background / Motivation : 
This project is a collaboration between Art in Transit (Srishti Institute) [ Design expertise in Public installations 
and engagement and will handle creative interpretation, execution and management of the deliverables] , 
BMRCL and Biome ( specifically for their water management domain expertise). 
 
(i) About Art in transit  

AIT is a public art and pedagogic initiative facilitated by the Srishti Institute of Art,Design and 
Technology Bangalore, in collaboration with the Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation and city based artists and 
arts organizations. The project is lead by Arzu Mistry. 

Art in Transit seeks to develop a sense of belonging and interaction with the city of Bangalore as a 
vibrant, creative, safe and inclusive space to introspect and project creative visions of the future of the city. 
Recognizing the rapid pace of growth, movement, and development in the metropolis of Bangalore, Art in 
Transit uses art, design and technology to stimulate dialogue between people and the urban spaces that they 
inhabit. This discourse manifests a range of meaningful, place-specific creative interventions. 
 

Since 2014, Art in Transit has become a dynamic platform for diverse voices in contemporary public art 
practice to converge within the rich and resonant urban context of Bangalore city. The project seeks to further 
collaborations with other organisations to further the collective thinking about how tech, migration, gentrification 
are shaping the city. 

5 years into the project, AIT wants to share these tools for creative city dialogue between various 
stakeholders such as RWAs, SWMS, NGOs, Regional and National institutions, around the metro stations to 
develop and showcase a dialogue  on sustainability in and around these sites.  
Click on these hyperlinks or find them on www.artintransitbangalore.com 
  
Art in Transit in the PRESS Festival of Stories Playlist  

Peenya Station       CubbonPark Station                   Chickpete Station 
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http://www.artintransitbangalore.com/
http://www.artintransitbangalore.com/?page_id=936
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcctelvCqVUO1bJC5yiUjd7uXK0nL-uFH
http://www.artintransitbangalore.com/?page_id=235
http://www.artintransitbangalore.com/?page_id=235
http://www.artintransitbangalore.com/?page_id=701


(ii) BIOME Environmental Trust (registered in 2009, BIOME) is an initiative aimed to facilitate and foster                
ecological architecture, rainwater harvesting and other environmentally and socially responsible practices in            
land-use and water sourcing, supply, usage, treatment and management. Its range of activities includes              
practice, education, research, and consultancy and implementation facilitation. BIOME is an offshoot of             
Rainwater Club, an informal group of water activists and works with various kinds of institutions – the                 
government, the nonprofit sector, educational institutions, private sector and individuals. BIOME Trust believes             
in communication of core messages and success stories over all forms of media.             
http://bengaluru.urbanwaters.in/ is a platform created jointly by BIOME to share information and stories on              
Bengaluru Water. BIOME has worked extensively with the community of well diggers in the rejuvenation and                
creation of recharge wells in and around Bengaluru. BIOME was also a part of the team that worked on the                    
rejuvenation of wells in Cubbon Park. “Open Wells of India and the World” is a Facebook page that BIOME runs                    
to collaboratively share information on India’s heritage water structures 
 
 

4) Objective : 
To use this project as a Pilot between Biome and Art in Transit  (Srishti Institute) , to position the 

potential of arts, associated with local heritage and contemporary water practices to make visible water-heritage 
in and around Metro transit sites. 

To use the specific locations of Cubbon Park Metro and Chickpete as a lab/ studio to bring out 
narratives and a process that is informative, educative and showcase the people of the Manuvaddar community 
specific to the place and provide a vision for Sustainability that is local and decentralised.  

The project also seeks to dovetail with  on community festivals like the Karaga and bring out a 
contemporary dialogue about the dropping ground water levels and using the festival as a site to project out 
relevant inquires that will also help us map and make visible the presence of the invisible. 
 

5) Some Initial ideas for Engagement : 
On receiving the grant, BIOME & AIT will collectively plan timelines for events , workshops,mural , 

performances with a call out for practitioners and experts from various fields through our collective email-listings 
and social media platforms.  
Below are the initial ideas for the project 
 

● Design a workshop and a pedagogic program with creative and  individuals so that from their 
knowledge, a creative output in the form of murals, comics, poetry or even audio tours can emerge  

● 2 Murals over 30 M long each at both sites 
● One Mural will be made using Mud paints of different shades sourced from Cubbon Park 
● We will attempt to collect more mud from kalyanis and tanks in Chickpete for the second project 
● Well-Water-Heritage Self Guided walks in Cubbon Park and Chickpete 
● Mapping Exercises- Call for Participants made by AiT, walk led by Biome 

GPS mapping water tanks, kalyanis, overground tanks 
● Poetry incitation with Mamta Sagar and poet friends 
● Life drawing sessions with Manuvaddar Community 
● Podcast of interaction with them, projected during mini-event in the audio walks and video if possible. 
● Comics about the multiple uses and myths about water in the two sites. 
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http://bengaluru.urbanwaters.in/


Sites :  

Taking from the underground location of the two stations where we propose the lab and product of murals. We 
would like to initiate an enquiry by asking what lies beneath the ground surface and follow up with practice to 
make it visible to the audience.  

Cubbon Park Metro Station :  

Cubbon Park is the largest public park in the city, it is now in presence of ground water recharge wells, Sewage 
treatment plants and also the station has the presence of several Govt offices such as Surrounded by BSNL, 
Vishweshwaraya Building, Telegraph office, HAL, Horticulture Department, GPO, Chinnaswamy Stadium, GST / 
Income Tax office and many of Bengaluru’s PSU offices, Military land. 
 

Chickpete Metro Station : 

Chickpete has been one of the oldest planned localities of bangalore and used to host a lot of bodies of water at 
what is now the metro station, KR market and Majestic. Remnants of these lakes are visible in the presences of 
Bangalore Fort well, Kalyanisas temple tanks in Chickpete. We are interested in enquiring the migration, cultural 
economic practices that have intersected with water. 
 
 
We intend to announce the project and the series of workshops online and throw it open for participation to 
students from various universities, professionals from relevant practices, creatives in the city that want to 
contribute to the research and follow up later with creative interpretation of the same. 
 
Timeline for Site 1 - Chickpete and the Metro Station 
 

Estimated day  Planned site   Planned activity 

Month 1 Chickpete Mapping of water bodies exercises 
with Public sign ups for a longer 
engagement via a workshop inviting 
experts and students 

Month 1 Chickpete Guided walk of kalyanis/ GPS 
mapping/ Audio recording 

Month 1 Chickpete Open calls for creative inputs 

Month 2 Chickpete Metro Station Bring together ideas for Mural and 
initiate murals 

Month 2 Chickpete Initiate Poetry workshops 

Month 2 Chickpete Metro Station Complete Mural and comics 

Month 3 Chickpete  Finish printing comics in Sultanpete 

Month 3 Chickpete Karaga day. Mini Event, Metro 
station being main venue.. 
Announce Project with Poetry event, 
Walks, comics 
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Timeline for Site - 2 - Cubbon Park and the Metro Station 
 

Estimated date  Planned site   Planned activity 

Month 4 Cubbon Park Mapping exercises with sign ups 
for a long workshop inviting 
experts and students before the 
monsoon 

Month 9 Cubbon Park Guided walk of wells / GPS 
mapping/ Audio recording 

Month 10 Cubbon Park Call for creativepractioners 

Month 11 Cubbon Park Metro Station Bring together ideas for Mural and 
initiate murals 

Month 9 Cubbon Park Initiate Poetry workshops 

Month 11 Cubbon Park Metro Station Complete Mural and comics 

Month 11 Cubbon Park  Finish printing comics 

Month 12 Cubbon Park Mini Event, Metro station being 
main venue.. Announce Project 
with Poetry event, Walks, comics 

 

6) Expected Outcome / Impact (400 words) 
By using the arts and pedagogic processes through  a series of workshops with interested practitioners 

from various fields , we aim to visualize the collected data, stories, myths and science about water that’s in the 
ground, the water that is in the treatment systems, and water that is sacred, we aim to make transparent the 
opaque wall of the underground stations for the transiting public and together understand the role water plays in 
it’s usage at the two sites we propose that  these are heritage zones with it’s demographic flux, so that the 
visuals aid this informative narrative and help connect people to the water in the city. 
 

Parallely, we aim to make this experience tangible and accessible by inviting renowned urban planners, 
comic book artists, poets and artists who will help us amplify these stories, their data and bring out information 
to a larger audience in a consumable yet understandable form in multiple medias. We will aim to come out with 
a combined publication on the same by the end of the year to share with everyone the relevance of 
communities, data, practice is and to make it available for all online and offline. Hopefully this will become a 
model for other creative practices in the city towards working on critical topics and influence future practitioners 
to be more mindful in their process. 
 

Our aim is to re developing a place based identity with relationship to one specific neighbourhood at a 
time with conjunction of science, nature, arts, sociology , which  will enable us to bring out a new relationship 
and dialogue about parallel-sustainability practices with the BMRCL, the metro stations will become centres of 
sustainable practices and labs in the future, a vision we aim to leverage for further collaborations with other 
green practices in the city and help add additional tones the green objective of a rapid transit system become 
visible not just on the walls but also in the everyday conversation and living. 
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7 ) Budget 
 

Items Unit Quantity Total Estimate 

BIOME HR costs  for  
● provision of domain 

knowledge  
● helping organise a meeting 

with the well diggers  
● walk to identify heritage 

water structures in the area 

  60,000 

Institutional Fees 10% to Srishti 
Institute as Project 
Management fee 

 50,000 

Material Resource for 2 murals 
1) Workshop fee for facilitator 
2) Mud - shades 
3) Cement  
4) Fixative 
5) Materials 

 
 
 
 
 
Brushes,  etc 

 
 
 
200 L 

 
20,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000 
10,000 

Artist fee inclusive of Transport 4 Artists 20,000 80,000 

Tech - App- Software - Website/ GPS 
Coder 

 40,000 

Poet for Vachana Walk 
Participants 
 

6 poets 5,000 30,000 

Prints for comics 100 books  20,000 

Prints and Documentation 100 books  30,000 

Overheads 
 

Refreshments, 
food,etc 

 10,000 

Overall Total   5,00,000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 



 

Research resources: 

 

1. STP at Cubbon Park : 
https://biometrust.blogspot.com/2015/03/visit-to-cubbon-park-sewage-treatment.html 

2. Well rejuvenation at Cubbon Park :  
1. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/unused-for-40-yrs-cubbon-park-wells-get-new

-lease-of-life/articleshow/62676839.cms 
2. https://biomewaterinterns.blogspot.com/2017/05/cubbon-park-open-wells.html 
3. https://biomewaterinterns.blogspot.com/2017/06/pump-test-in-cubbon-park.html 

3. Ramanjaneyaswamy Temple well near MS building : 
https://biomewaterinterns.blogspot.com/2017/05/ramanjaneyaswamy-temple-well-maintained.html 

4. Well in the Bangalore Fort 
5. Wells in temples in the Chikpet area 
6. For understanding the hydrogeology along the METRO rail alignment : 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267689760_GEO-HYDROLOGICAL_STUDIES_ALONG_THE
_METRO_RAIL_ALIGNMENT_IN_BANGALORE  
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