
Developing Citizen-Relevant Water Quality Criteria for Urban Lakes in 
Bengaluru 
 
 
In February 2021, along with an intern, two field trips were carried out for collecting lake water 
samples for a comparative study of the chemical quality between lakes in industrial area 
(Nelakadirenahalli Lake and Narasappanahalli Lake) and urban area (Kaikondrananhalli Lake 
and Jakkur Lake). Data collection is completed, data analysis is ongoing. Along with this, regular 
monitoring of water quality at Jakkur Lake has been carried out in 2021 as and when possible.  
 
The questionnaires for online Google survey forms about the different lake uses’ perception of 
water quality at selected lakes within Bengaluru city (Lake Perception Survey), and collecting 
basic information on lake management from lake groups and local custodians of these lakes (Lake 
Rejuvenation History Survey) have been finalized. A trial run was carried out with a small group 
of participants and necessary modifications were made to the questionnaires.  
 
A field assistant was hired in August 2021 for helping in field visits, conducting surveys and for 
data collection on water quality. With the assistant’s help, 51 lakes across Bengaluru city were 
visited between September to December 2021. These ground visits were conducted to assess 
lake conditions, interact with fishermen at the lakes and help in identifying the various 
management approaches employed at the lakes and to ensure accessibility to multiple sampling 
points at the lakes. Based on the ground visits and available secondary data on lakes, a total of 
10 lakes were identified which represent the various methods of lake management in Bengaluru 
city. For lakes with lake groups or active citizen’s groups, they have been contacted and the online 
Google survey forms about Lake Perception and Lake Rejuvenation History have been 
distributed. Lake groups have also been approached for providing support for conducting Bird 
surveys at the selected lakes. Coordination efforts to carry out the Bird surveys are under way. 
 
For carrying out the Lake Water Quality analysis, permissions have been collected from the BBMP 
Lake Department for the selected 10 lakes for a period of about 5 months, starting from December 
2021. Consumables for Water Quality analysis have been ordered. 
 
Due to the COVID 19 pandemic restrictions, online Google Surveys forms have been distributed 
with different lake groups via their online platforms for group members to respond to. 
 
Along with an intern, two field trips were carried out for collecting lake water samples for a 
comparative study of the chemical quality between lakes in industrial area (Nelakadirenahalli 
Lake and Narasappanahalli Lake) and urban area (Kaikondrananhalli Lake and Jakkur Lake). 
Data compilation and analysis is ongoing. Along with this, regular monitoring of water quality at 
Jakkur Lake has been also carried out over the past one year as and when possible. 
 
Also investigating the possible causes of sudden excessive growth of water hyacinth in Jakkur 
Lake observed in the past 3 months.  
 



Finalizing the questionnaires for an online survey about different lake uses’ perception about a 
number of local lakes within Bengaluru city, and collecting basic information on lake 
management from lake groups and local custodians of these lakes. 
 
 
 Kaikondrananhalli Lake visited on 09-02-2021 (Photo credit: Sumita Bhattacharyya) 
 

 
Nelakadirenahalli Lake visited on 17-02-2021 (Photo credit: Vishnu Nelavagal) 
 

 
At one of the inlets of Narasappanahalli Lake sampled on 17-02-2021 (Photo credit: Sumita 
Bhattacharyya) 


